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Special points of interest:

« January1l
New Years Day
Chamber Closed

= January5
Blood Drive
St Matthew’s

s January7
H & R Block
Open House

« January8-9
MonDak Ag Days

s January 16
Walking for Wellness
1/2 Marathon

« January 19
Picture Perfect B.A.H.
= January 20

Leadership Issue Day #4

s January 21 -22
State of the Community
Countywide Conference

« January 23
Cottonwood Bluegrass
Concert

= January 25
Chamber Annual
Banquet

« January 29 -31
Mites Hockey
Tournament
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Hello. My name's Forrest, Forrest Gump.
You want a chocolate?

It was mentioned last month
that the speaker/entertainment for
the Chamber Banquet on January
25 would be Steve Weber of Ham-
ilton, MT. He will be providing a
great time as he portrays Forrest
Gump with his message titled “Life
is Like a Box of Choco-
lates” (Dealing with Uncertainty/
Mastering Change).

Steve believes a serious mes-
sage delivered in a light-hearted,
jovial manner is more effective
and received more favorably then
the same message delivered ina at the Sidney Country Club. A no-
sober or austere manner. host social will start at 6:00 p.m.

Steve has been impersonating and the program will start at 6:30.
Forrest since 1996. This was the  Several tables are already re-
year he became the official corpo- served for decorating and “Terrific
rate spokesman for Bubba Gump Tables” are still available.

Shrimp Company. He gives ex- Award recipients have been se-
ceptional detail to his character. lected and will be honored on this
The banquet will be at the Fringe night. Lisa Aisenbrey, Marc(! Albin

Continued next pagé

Meet Our 2010 Chamber President

Leading the Chamber in 2010 is Marci Albin,
owner of The Lucky Buckle. Marci established her
clothing store in partnership with her brother Mike
in the fall of 2008. She has been involved in the
textile/clothing business most of her life.

Marci’s involvement with the Chamber is exten-
sive. She was newly elected to the board when
she accepted the 2nd Vice President’s office, and
then the 1st Vice President’s chair in 2009. She

; s has done work on the Agriculture and Trade Pro-
motion committees, and is a founding member and past chair of the
Town & Country Festival. The Lucky Buckle is a leading sponsor of
many Chamber events.
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Sidney Chamber 2010 Board of Directors
Past President:  Lisa Aisenbrey Sidney Health Center
President: Marci Albin The Lucky Buckle
1st V.P. David Seitz Seitz Insurance
2nd V.P. Jodie Leland Wells Fargo Bank
Treasurer: Lorilee Norby Mitchell’s Qilfield Service
Rowdy Cvancara 1st Bank Greg Miller Millers’ Corner
Idelle Badt R.S.V.P. Nick Lonski Edward Jones Investments
Ben Larson Safflower Technologies Kathy Nicholson Candy Bouquet
David Garland Sidney Sugars Jay Frank Sidney Country Club
Staff: Wade J. VanEvery, Executive Director LaVanchie Starkey, Administrative Assistant

Welcome 2009’s Final New Member

. The Chamber welcomes Sonda’s Solutions, owned by Sonda Shandy
= and her daughter Whitney Becker (shown). Sonda’s specializes in fire
resistant clothing. Brands stocked at the store are Bulwark and Wran-
gler. Besides the stock on hand they can order specific items also. A
new addition to their store is a computerized custom embroidery ma-
chine. They also have a catalog available in hard copy or digitally.
Sonda’s Solutions is located in the former Sidney Woodworkers
building at 2221 S. Central Avenue. They can be contacted several
ways: Office phone (406) 433-6757, Cell (406) 697-7153, Fax (406)

),

!}‘Q 3"“ 433-6755, or e-mail sonda@sondassolutions.com.

Christmas Cash Giveaway Winners

The drawings for the Christmas Cash Giveaway were
held on December 18th at the Richland Federal credit Un-
ion with a live remote broadcast on Power 95. One ticket
was drawn from each participating business, and these
were the finalists for the big drawings.

Pictured are Karen Parker, Sidney - $250 winner and
Tim Hurst, Cartwright - $500 winner. Not pictured is Irene
Berndt, $250 winner.

Continued

and Wade VanEvery will give Chamber re-
ports also. Thank You to Our

Advance tickets are available until Friday, ;

January 22nd for $35.00 each and are avail- Renewmg Member In December
able at the Chamber. Tickets on Monday the All West Ranch Supply

25th, and at the door will be $40.00.
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CHAMBER CHOICES - Benefit changes for 200

As the economy slowed, use of medical care
sped up and Montana Chamber Choices pro-
vided more services to more covered lives than
ever before—and we are proud that our small
business insurance program provided quality
coverage for over 15,000 Montanans in 2009.

Looking ahead for 2010, Montana Chamber
Choices is extremely pleased that despite con-
tinued, uncontrolled sky-rocketing prices of
medical care, we negotiated a renewal rate that
continues our tradition of keeping an average
single-digit increase over the history of the pro-
gram.

Although the increase this year was not a sin-
gle-digit we note that several mandated, regu-
lated changes will increase the cost of Montana
Chamber Choices by $1 million through invol-
untary premium increases and the costs of
these 3 new laws will be paid 100% by small
businesses in 2010.

The $1 million of mandates include:

» Diabetic Education—the $250 benefit max
will be paid at 100% of the allowable
fee. Once that max is met, claims will proc-
ess under regular medical benefits, subject to
deductible and/or co-insurance.

» Autism—all plans will now include coverage
for diagnosis and treatment of Autistic Disor-
der, Asperger’s Disorder and Pervasive De-
velopmental Disorder. A benefit limit of
$50,000 annually for covered children 0-8
years of age and a benefit limit of $20,000
annually for children 9-18 years of age.

= Mental Health and Chemical Dependency
Benefits—Day and dollar limits have been
removed. All covered services will process
under the regular medical benefits and medi-
cal annual and lifetime maximums will apply.

Fortunately, Montana Chamber Choices
added a new High Deductible Health Plan with
a Health Savings Account (HDHP w/ HSA) this
year. The program will continue to offer 11 dif-
ferent plan options for small businesses and is
strengthened by the new HSA plan which now
provides 3 plan choices for sole proprietors.

NEW plan HDHP with HSA 50/50 coinsur-
ance—Developed for businesses struggling in
the economic downturn or for those looking to
get insurance for the first time, this plan is a
“first base” and the only plan that does not have
the $300 wellness benefit, $1000 colonoscopy
screen or the $100 preventive dental exam*.

Montana Chamber Choices maintained all of
the preventive and wellness benefits this year
on all plans (except 3 items in the new plan*)
including:

“Healthy Wonders” Maternity Management Pro-
gram, free to all members

Life Insurance Policy of $5,000 and $5,000
AD&D benefit for every enrolled member

24/7 Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

Identity theft protection resources
Online living will preparation services
Increased chiropractic benefit
$300 wellness benefit*
$100 preventive annual dental exam*
$1,000 colonoscopy preventive screen, no age
restrictions*

The Montana Chamber Choices Trust is
pleased that, over six years, the program has
grown and stabilized rates and the Trust credits
the progressive benefit structure with keeping
the costs down for the majority of employers.
“Although some groups will see an age-rate
bump or an experience adjustment, the majority
of businesses will benefit from a lower double-
digit increase in 2010. If Montana Chamber
Choices was built differently, all businesses
would be paying more this year and in years
past,” said Russ Spika, CPA and Chair of the
Trust.

Montana Chamber Choices is poised for
growth in the New Year with plans to keep all of
the 300 groups that joined in 2009, strong sup-
port from 60+ health insurance agents and
positive responses from groups about the rates
and 2010 benefit choices.

For more about Montana Chamber Choices
visit: chamberchoices.com



http://www.chamberchoices.com
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TERRIFIC TABLES 2010

Terrific Tables has become a eagerly antici-
pated part of the annual banquet, the creativity
displayed each year is amazing. Several of our
guests arrive early just to decide where they
want to sit!

Join the fun and enter your business in the ta-
™ ble decorating competition at this year’s Cham-
) ber banquet. Shown are a few examples of last

| year’s tables demonstrating how you can use
this great opportunity to “show off”’ your busi-
gl ness. We don’t care how you decorate (as long
- as it’s tasteful please!!)

Advertise a new product or service for your
business. You’re guaranteed to have a captive
audience of at least eight people sitting at the ta-
ble with your business’ information in front of
them for two hours (probably longer!) Feel free to
leave gifts or takeaways at the table settings. Ta-
bles can be decorated from 1:00 to 5:00 pm on
Monday, January 25th. The tables will be judged
and the winning table will receive a free sponsor- ,/»,:!'
ship of the Chamber Advantage monthly newslet- g 4
ter which includes one 8 72 X 11 page advertise- ¢
ment for your business, a $100 value. k

Contact the Chamber to reserve a table for your
business at 433-1916!!

......
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Big Bucks & Chamber Bucks Programs Encourage Local Spending

Our three Big Bucks bank participants reported on the 24th of December that they had loaned
out $46,950 in 54 interest free loans. The Chamber applauds 1st Bank, Stockman Bank and
Richland Federal Credit Union for their contribution to Sidney’s trade. Total Chamber Bucks pur-
chased in 2009 is $31,320. This creates a total of $78,270 in local trade by the Sidney Chamber.
If the multiplier of 7 is used for the time a dollar is turned over in a community, the Sidney Cham-
ber shaped over a half million dollars for the local economy.

Leadership g e &
Class Project |

The 2008-09 Leadership -
class provided an entrance sign
to Richland Park for their class |
project. Class members Don
Garsjo, Travis Brown, Greg
Anderson, Jill Hill, Wade
VanEvery, and Josh Johnson
are shown with Doug Hill and
Kevin Mayer of Walleyes
Unlimited who sponsored the
engraving on the rock. The
Richland Co. Public Works was
a great help in the selection
and placement of the rocks.
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February Basketball Tournaments Return

Even though regular season basketball games are idle during the Christmas break, the Sports
& Rec committee is busy preparing for the 2 C District Girls Basketball Tournament on February
17-20, 2010. The Chamber will be seeking approximately one hundred workers to handle ticket-
ing, door monitoring, and hospitality. In January the schools will be provided with a list of services
which Sidney can provide while they are in town. This includes menus from eating establish-
ments, available shopping, and area attractions.

The NFL books that the Sports & Rec committee sell to fund basketball tournaments are still
available at Super Pumper or at the Chamber. The Chamber works closely with Sidney Public
Schools and the Eastern 2 C District to draw tournaments and track meets to Sidney. A great
sight in February is buses parked along our streets and in our parking lots.

Employers: What Learning Opportunities Do You Want for Your
Employees in Richland County?

The Life-Long Learning Action Group wants to expand training opportunities in Richland County but needs
your input. Please fill out our survey (linked below) to tell us what trainings you would like to see offered!

www.richland.org/spl/

We will be presenting our preliminary results at the Community County-Wide Conference on January 21, 2010.
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2010 Chamber Committees

Our Committees are indeed the very heart and soul of the Chamber. It would be very difficult to
have a successful organization without their hard work and commitment. Listed below are the ac-
tive committees, the chairs and information for each committee. Meetings are held at the Cham-
ber once a month and any member is welcome to attend — come join us and get involved with

your Chamber!

Agriculture
Chair: Jerry Nypen, LYIP

Co-Chair: Ben Larson, Safflower Technolo-
gies

Purpose: Plan events that promote agriculture
in both farming and ranching.

Activities: Ag Appreciation Golf Tournament,
Field Day, event during National Agriculture
week, Harvest Fest Tractor Pull.

Meetings: First Wednesday at 12:00 pm. BYO
lunch

Leadership Task Force

Chair: Amanda Seigfreid, Jensen Agency
Co-Chair: Dana Jonsson, Stockman Bank
Purpose: Oversee the Sidney area Leader-
ship Program that includes seven issue days
and three skills development seminars.
Meetings: First Wednesday at 7:00 am. The
task force meets with members of the last
graduating class to plan the issue days.

Lone Tree Gun Show

Chair: Brenda Larson & Leann Pelvit
Purpose: Plan and organize an event that will
attract visitors to Sidney

Date: August 21st & 22nd, 2010

Meetings: Meetings will be held at 5:15 pm
beginning in April. Call the Chamber for infor-
mation on the day.

Membership
Purpose: Develop member benefits and work

on membership recruitment & retention.
Activities: Membership appreciation event
Meetings: Third Wednesday at 12:00 pm.
BYO lunch.

Sports & Recreation

Chair: Cara Nelson; Farm Bureau Financial
Services

Purpose: Bid on tournaments and raise funds

to support tournaments.

Activities: District & Divisional Class C Tour-
naments, Concessions at District 2C track
meets, NFL books

Meetings: The first Tuesday at 12:00 pm.
BYO lunch.

Sunrise Ambassadors

Chair: Rene Goss, Sidney Public Library
Purpose: Serve as Ambassadors for the
Chamber

Activities: Business After Hours and any
Chamber event that they are needed.
Meetings: Second Tuesday at 3:00 pm

Sunrise Festival of the Arts

Chair: Enid Huotari; Edward Jones

Purpose: Plan and organize an event that will
attract visitors to Sidney.

Date: July 10th, 2010

Meetings: Second Tuesday of each month at
5:15 pm

Town & Country Festival

Chair: Jamie Larson, Richland County Fair &
Rodeo

Purpose: To bring Town & Country together in
a fun-filled day of celebration.

Date: June 26th, 2010

Meetings: Fourth Wednesday of each month
at noon.

Trade Promotion

Chair: Greg Miller, Miller's Corner

Co-Chair: Kim Lake, M & M Cafe

Purpose: Plan and promote retail activities
and Sidney events.

Activities: Sidney’s Got It! Campaign, Coupon
Packets Fall promotions, Christmas Stroll &
Parade of Lights, Christmas advertising.
Meetings: Second Wednesday of each month.
9:00 am at the Chamber.
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A Day Made To Order’!

The day after Thanksgiving in Sidney turned out to be ideal for the
Chamber Stroll and Parade of Lights. A spectacular crowd enjoyed a vari-
ety of activities planned by the Trade Promotion Committee. New events
this year included an afternoon matinee by Centre Theater and a soup
contest at the Restorx shop. Voted top soup was Suzie Kringen with Hali-
but Chowder, followed by the Sidney Jaycees taking second.

The annual Parade of Lights had twice as many entries as previous
years and was viewed by a large crowd on a beautiful evening. Being se-
lected for prizes by a panel of judges were: Best Use of Theme Small
World Day Care, Brightest-the Tim New Family of
Sidney, and Judges Choice-Reynolds Warehouse
Market.

Placing in the Sidney Scavenger Hunt were Linda,
Leslie, and Laura Clark: first place, Kris Ashcraft:
second, and Heather Schneider third.
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MonDak Ag Days

The Executive Board invites all members
to the Ag-Days breakfast on January 9th.
The board will be cooking and serving sau-
sage, pancakes and beverages from 6:30 to
9:00. It is a great time to visit with other
members of the community.

We also invite everyone to stop by our
booth during the Trade Show on January
8th & 9th. Our display will feature Chamber
events, encourage membership and focus
on agri-business members.

Picture Perfect
Business After Hours

One of the mainstays of the Town &
Country Festival has been the free noon
feed on East Main. At the past two events
ElectricLand and The Sidney Herald has
sponsored this part of the occasion. The
Committee is now putting out the call that
they are looking for a member that would
like to host this event. Town & Country Fes-
tival will be on June 26 in 2010. Please call
the Chamber if you would like to be the fea-
tured sponsor for this day.
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T()\\'.\' AND COUNTRY FESTIVA

January 19, 2010
323 2nd Avenue SE
4:30 - 6:00 pm

= Come check out their new studio.
= Different portrait styles will
be available for viewing.
= Register to win an 11x14 Portrait
a $90 value!




